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% Ar =i Ay e and his fellow train
crivers w challenge some of the mos: powerful groups in Irish|society. His
story of the ILDA/larnréd Eireann dispute raises serious quejtions abour
the monopoly position exercised by elements within the {rade union
movement and about their tolerance of principled dissent. ©/f the Railsis
also a tale of disillusionment and discovery, a Band of B
sparkling with values of loyalty, integrity and courage.’
| — Medb Ruau#, journalist

‘ILDA and Brendan Ogle’s story underlines how far modern| Irish trade
: union leaders have strayed from the principles of the thovement's
:  founding fathers. Italso suggests that a Faustian pact has bee: agreed by a
handful of powerful trade unionists with the people they are supposed to

 protect their members from.” sr

— Paddy Prendiville, editor, | The Phoenix

‘Brendan Ogle is a controversial figure. He is both revered and reviled
within the trade union movement. He is a man of fearless konviction,
determined loyalty and a formidable opponent. He leads| not from
behind a desk, but shoulder to shoulder with thos. whose sw sat and toil
he shares. A man with a admirable mixture of integrity and iatellect, his
| recollections on the ILDA strike of 2000 will reignite withié the trade
union movement debate on sensitive issues such as worker, solidarity,
inter-union rivalry, power brokering and the role of the media.’
~ Don Mullan, author, Eyewitness Bloody Sunday '
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'+ his is one of the only accounts of an industrial dispute written by one of
! t se who was.intimately involved. This baok is a great read... Ttisa
fascinating insight into industrial relations and anybody who wants to
know how Ireland works should not be without a copy.’
— Mick O’Reilly, Leader ATGWU




‘A remarkable book. Not only does it give the inside story of the ILDA/
larnr6d Eireann dispute, but it also offers a penetrating and deeply
personal insight into what it is like to be in the eye of a massive media
storm. 1 commend this book for its honesty and detailed description of
one of the most bitter industrial disputes in recent Irish life."

~ Michael O’ Toole, journalist, The Star

‘A compellingly interesting, humorous, entertaining and cuttingly honest
account and read of the birth pains of a modern train drivers’ collective
that coalesced into the Irish Locomotive Drivers Association. Mr Ogle’s
writings reveal his obvious passion and dedication as both train driver and
a union man working to protect the interests of train drivers as well as
forging a process aimed at improving broader industrial relations
harmony both within union and employer echelons and beyond.’

— Keith Harris, journalist, newsmedianews.com

‘An original picture of industrial relations in a state company having
indeed gone off the rails.’ .

— Gerald Flynn, Group Industrial Correspondent,

Independent Newspapers.

‘A valuable account of the good, the bad and the indifferent that can take

place in the trade union movement.’

— Mick Rix, General Secretary, ASLEF
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BRENDAN OGLE

OFF THE RAILS

THE STORY OF ILDA

The summer of 2000 was dominated by a three month lock out by larnréd

Eireann, the national train service, of 118 of its drivers, over 40% of the driving
grade. The employees involved were all members of the Irish Locomotive
Dyivers' Association (ILDA), with whom the company was refusing to deal in its
implementation of new work practices.

Off the Rails outlines the reasons for ILDA forming and all aspects of the
diffieulties that followed. This includes their difficulties while still members of
SIPTU, NBRU and ICTU; larnréd Eireann’s High Court law suit against them
and their Supreme Court Appeal.

Politics and industrial relations are combined in this story, which is also a
personal one, when Brendan Ogle went from being an anonymous train driver to
being front page news. For many he was a figure responsible for creating chaos,
while for others, his was simply an honest voice in a changing industrial relations
world.

“You don’t have to agree with everything Brendan Ogle says to admire his

integrity and guts. This is a powesful, well-written, dramatic story, about

honourable men in an honourable profession and the way they stood up to

intolerable pressures. Everyone who has the interests of working people at heart
will not only enjoy the book, they'll find lots to think about.’

Fergus Finlay

Chef de Cabinet, Labour party

“The book is written with honesty and passion... It will provide valuable raw
material for those who study and research in industrial relations and is in itselfan
important contribution to the history of railways, industrial relations and trade
unionism... There are important lessons here both for the crasser exponents of
unbridled competition and trade union leaders who may have strayed far from the
common decencies of working people. Both sides of the industrial divide and
scholars and students in the field will benefit from reading this book.’

Michael Barry, Dean & Senior Lecturer,
Industrial Relations/Sociology, National College of Ireland
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