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‘Every possible source of information has been researched. This
biography of one of the Irish labour movement’s true pioneers
cannot be surpassed.’

Dr John W. Boyle, author of The Irish Labour Movement (Washington,
D.C. 1988)

— #FT“"‘”':?_‘““"‘“‘ = —— mr——m—




iv

PEOPLE’S
CHAMPION

The Life of Alexander Bowman
Pioneer of Labour Politics in Ireland

TERENCE BOWMAN

l-. pm— N —

-

Belfast Telegraph portrait of Alexander Bowman as president of the
Irish Trade Union Congress in 1901

ULSTER
HISTORICAL FOUNDATION




This book is dedicated to my wife Averil for her patience and
understanding during many months of research, and to my late
father Hugh. I regret not having had the chance to get to know

him as well as I now know my great-grandfather.

T— =
Barcode No: 390060 4! 124,
Dmy No ?Yl.‘iill:-;ilﬂ.r;;...'..l‘.‘."‘D.
na A 11
Date lnputl\.l\
Price....*'.'.'-.!.‘..t'."...‘;'."*. IO i,

First published 1997
by the Ulster Historical Foundation
12 College Square East, Belfast, BT1 6DD

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be produced,
stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any
means, mechanical or otherwise, without the permission
of the publisher.

© T. Bowman 1997
ISBN 0-901905-82-8

Typeset by the Ulster Historical Foundation
Printed by ColourBooks Ltd.
Cover and Design by Dunbar Design

This book has received support from the Cultural Traditions
Programme of the Community Relations Council which aims to
encourage acceptance and understanding of cultural diversity.

vii

CONTENTS

ABBREVIATIONS

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

FOREWORD

INTRODUCTION

The McKeown boy from Derry, Dromara

The Emergence of a Trade Union Leader

Gladstone and the Liberal Cause

The Working Men’s Candidate

Home Ruler

The Resignation from Belfast Trades Council

Nationalists, not Separatists

Testimony at Westminster; Defiance in Ulster

The Bird of Passage’s Transition from
Nationalism to Socialism

Back in the Belfast Fold and Election Success

Old Wounds Re-opened for the Apostle of Socialism

The Irish Trade Union Congress Years

A New Life on the Falls Road

The Church Connection

Final Days and the Next Generation

NOTES

BIBLIOGRAPHY

INDEX

viii
X

Xi

14
24
33
48
58
73
87

106
121
138
148
157
167
171
178
209
216




B(E)T
BNL
BPP
BTC
BWS
HGI
ILP

IN
JPHRA
ITUC

MP
NW
PRONI
QUB
RIC
SDF
TUC
uch
WG
WNW

ABBREVIATIONS

Belfast (Evening) Telegraph
Belfast News-Letter

British Parliamentary Papers
Belfast Trades Council
Belfast Weekly Star

Henry George Institute
Independent Labour Party
Irish News

Irish Protestant Home Rule Association
Irish Trade Union Congress
Morning News

Member of Parliament
Northern Whig

Public Record Office of Northern Ireland
Queen’s University, Belfast
Royal Irish Constabulary
Social Democratic Federation
Trades Union Congress
University College, Dublin
Walthamstow Guardian
Weekly Northern Whig
Walthamstow Reporter




INDEX

Aberdeen, Ishbel Gordon, Marchioness
of, 168
Adair, Thomas, 147, 203n
Age of Consent for Women, 31, 32
Agnes Street Weaving Co., 10, 11
Aldergrove, 100
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and
Joiners, 64, 144, 160
Amalgamated Society of Engineers, 20,
125, 130, 200n
Amalgamated Society of Tailors, 125
Anderson, Rev, Robert, 172
Andrews, Michael, 17
Andrews, Thomas, 55
Annaclone, 73, 75, 78, 98, 106, 194n
Annabhilt, 8
Anti-Parnellites, 108
Antrim, 64, 67, 100
Arch, Joseph, 75,191n
Argyle Place Presbyterian Church, 5, 12,
167, 170, 180n
Armagh, 80
Armenia, 122
Armstrong, Eliza, 31, 32,37, 185n, 186n
Arnold, Herbert, 117
Arnold-Forster, Hugh, 143

Assembly Buildings, Belfast, 168, 169
Aughagallon, 77, 100

Austin, Robert, 20

Avery, Messrs W and J, 164

Bailey, Philip James, 155, 205n
Balfour, Arthur, 78, 82, 83, 85, 104,
192n, 202n
Balfour, Gerald, 139, 202n
Ballee, 99
Ballinderry, 100
Ballycastle, 78, 90
Ballymacarrett, 143, 191n
Ballymaglave, 6
Ballymoney, 78, 90, 91
Ballynahinch, 6
Banbridge, 75, 106, 107
Bandstands, in public parks, 132, 133
Bangor, 175, 176
Bartley, Rev. Fr John, 95, 96
Baxter, James, 144
Belfast, 8-10, 14,17, 20,27, 67, 69, 75,
76,90, 92, 93, 97,99, 109, 119, 122,
142,143, 148,173, 1790, 198n, 203n
Belfast and North of Ireland Power Loom
Tenters’ Trade Union, 16

Belfast Catholic Committee, 89
Belfast Catholic Association, 129, 133,
206n
Belfast City Hall, 200n
Belfast Corporation, 2, 3, 19, 22,23,29,
49, 50, 96, 122-7, 129-37, 139, 142-
7,149, 158-67, 172, 173, 184n, 190n,
193n, 194n, 199n, 200n-3n, 208n
Belfast Debating Society, 18,27, 29, 30,
48, 183n, 185n, 199n
Belfast Employment Exchange, 174
Belfast Ethical Society, 199n, 200n
Belfast Evening Telegraph, 38, 64,127,
136, 178n
Belfast Liberal Association, 24-6, 30, 38,
52, 61, 184n, 188n
Belfast Muncipal Employees’ and Other
Workers’ Association, 121,124,128,
148, 154, 203n, 206n
Belfast Newsletrer, 46, 47, 58, 59, 83,
128, 144, 145, 160, 168
Belfast Operative Bakers® Society, 124
Belfast Radical Association, 108, 195n
Belfast Trades Council, 4, 15, 17-22, 24,
25,27, 31, 33, 38, 45,49, 59-61, 64-
6,121,122, 124, 125, 127.9, 131-3,
135, 136, 141, 142, 144, 146, 147,
150-2, 156, 158, 159, 162, 174,
182n, 183n, 189n, 1990, 201n, 202,
205n
Belfast Weekly Star, 110-13
Bethany Presbyterian Church, 169,
206n, 207n
Bible Temperance Association, 14, 15,
182n
Biggar, Joseph, 86
Black and Co. (clothiers), 24
Black Hill, 171, 176
Black, Samuel (farmer; of Randalstown),
26, 189n
Black, Sir Samuyel (Town Clerk of
Belfast), 50, 134, 139, 188n, 189n,
202n
Blackwood, George, 158, 180n
Blane, Alex, 94, 193n
Bloomfield Presbyterian Church, 168
Blunt, Wilfred Scawen, 90
Boer War, 143, 145
Boilermakers’ and Iron Shipbuilders’
No. 2 Union, 190n

-_

—Achievement ix, x, 1-3,177
~Origins, 4-10, Birth and early years
7,8
~Schooling, 10
~Employment, 10-12, 24, 69, 107,
112, 113, 1 15, 116, 121, 146, 157-
66
—Marriage, 12
—Early trade union activities, 12, 15-
17
—Temperance activist, 14, 15, 27, 37,
137, 182n, 185n
—Secretary of Belfast Trades Council,
17-20,22, 24, 25, 27, 31, 33,49, 59-
61, 64, 65
~In Belfast Debating Society, 18,27,
29, 30
~At TUC (British), 20-3, 152, 196n
—And Liberal Party, 24-26, 30, 33-47
—Supports Franchise Bill, 25, 26, 29
—InIrish Land Restoration Society, 28,
29, 50, 52
~And Dublin’s Artisans’ Exhibition,
30, 31
—Supporter of Women’s rights, 30-2
~Labour candidate for Parliament, 33-
47
—Supports Home Rule movement, 45,
48-57, 58-72, 170
—Helps to found IPHRA 62, 63, 65,
66, 69, 70,73, 75-8, 82-4,89,91,93,
98-100, 103, 106, 107, 1891
—And land question, 73, 74, 191n,
192n
—And Peace Society, 77, 78
—Opposes Crimes Bill, 79-82, 84
—At proclaimed meetings, 84-6, 94-6
—Evidence to Select Committee on
Policing in Belfast, 87-9
—Entertains delegations of British
Home Rulers, 89-91, 97, 98
—~Member of Young Ireland Society,
91, 92, 96
—At Loughguile rally, 104, 105
—Lives in Glasgow, 107-13
—Part in Scottish land campaign, 109-
12
—~Livesin London, 113-120
~Early involvement with Socialism,

217

|

Bowman, Alexander,




218

114,115
—Joins SDF, 115-20, 197n, 198n
—Returns to Belfast, 121
—Trade union activities, 121-4
—Active in [LP, 122, 123, 199n
—Resumes membership of Trades
Council, 125, 140-6, 156, 199n
—Member of Corporation, 129-37,
139, 143
—Assists in Thomas Harrison’s
Westminster election campaign, 143-
6
—In ITUC, 148-56, 159, 160, 203n,
204n, 207n, 208n
—Career as baths superintendent, 157-
66, 171, 172, 205n
—Activities in Presbyterian Church
167-70
—Last years, 171,172
—Death and tributes, 172, 173, 208n
—Descendants, 173-7
Bowman, Alexander (grandson), 174
Bowman, Annie (daughter-in-law), 175,
176
Bowman, Charles Edward (son), 171,
173, 176
Bowman, Dorothy (daughter-in-law),
176
Bowman, Edgar (grandson), 176
Bowman, Elizabeth (niece), 9
Bowman, Elizabeth (mother) (née
Rogers, later McKeown), 5-7, 9, 11,
180n
Bowman, Elizabeth (sister), 7, 8
Bowman, Elizabeth Eleanor (grand-
daughter), 174
Bowman, Eric (grandson), 176, 208n
Bowman, Frederick Roberts (grandson),
174
Bowman, Geoffrey (grandson), 176,
208n
Bowman, Geoffrey (great-grandson),
208n
Bowman, Helen (grand-daughter), 176
Bowman, Henry (unrelated), 190n
Bowman, Hugh (brother), 5-7, 9, 10,
157, 158, 179n, 180n, 186n
Bowman, Hugh (grandson), 176, 208n
Bowman, Hugh (son), 121, 171, 173,
175,176, 191n
Bowman, Ivan (great-grandson), 205n

Bowman, James (half-brother), 8
Bowman, Jean (wife of Hugh, junr),
208n
Bowman, John (father of Elizabeth
Bowman’s first husband), 8
Bowman, John A. (Elizabeth Bowman’s
first husband), 8, 180n
Bowman, Lizzie (wife of Hugh), 10, 158,
180n, 186n
Bowman, Margaret (daughter-in-law),
174
Bowman, Mary (sister), 7,9
Bowman, Millie (daughter-in-law), 174
Bowmaun, Millicent (grand-daughter),
174
Bowman, Minnie Grimmett (later
Howard) (daughter), 9, 109, 115,
121, 173-6
Bowman, Nancy Jane (half-sister), 8
Bowman, Robert Ritchie (son), 70, 109,
113,115,119, 173, 174, 208n
Bowman, Robert Ritchie (grandson),
174
Bowman, Rosaleen (grand-daughter),
176
Bowman, Rose (wife) 12, 13, 15, 70,
112, 119, 158, 167, 170, 171, 173,
176, 181n
Bowman, Terence (great-grandson),
208n
Bowman, Thomas Rodgers (son), 10,
113,170, 173, 176, 180n
Bowman, William James (son), 4, 13, 70,
109, 113,115, 116, 172-4
Bowman, William (half-brother), 8, 9,
115,116, 180n, 197n
Boyd, Alex, 167,207n
Boyd, Hugh, 91
Brankin, James, 100
Brew, Rev. Fr Maurice, 95
Bridgeton, 109
Briggs, David, 62, 64, 66, 67, 69, 79,
91,93
Bright, John, 59
British Home Rule Union, 90, 91, 93
Broadhurst, Henry, 35, 38, 59-61, 64,
65, 186n
Broadway Presbyterian Church, 168
Brotherhood, 109, 110, 113, 185n,
194n, 195n, 196n

219

Brotherhood Church, 117
Browne, Dr Alfred, 137

Brown, John Shaw, 30-2

Brown, William, 159

Burke, John, 138

Burren (rownland), 6, 8, 10, 179n
Burt, Thomas, 59, 186n

Butt, Isaac, 48

Byrne, Peter, 104

Caird and Co., 29
Cairns, Joseph, 147, 203n
Caledon, 82
Cameron, Henry, 21
Campbell, James, 88
Carlisle, David, 127, 200n
Carlisle, Robert, 52, 53
Carrickfergus, 10, 171, 172, 180n
Carson, Sir Edward, 208n
Castleton Presbyterian Church, 168
Catholic Association,
see Belfast Catholic Association
Chamberlain, Joseph, 41, 56,59, 92-4,
193n, 197n, 198n
Christian Socialist Brotherhood, Belfast,
206n
Christian Socialist League, 118
Church Education Society, 10
Church of Ireland, 70, 71
City of Belfast gymnastics team, 164
Civil Authorities (Special Powers) Act,
166
Clifton Park National School, 162
Cliftonville Presbyterian Church, 127,
157, 167
Coleraine, 90
Collon, 97
Conacher, Maj., Hamilton, 174
Connolly, Rev. Fr, Peter, 95
Conservative Party, 49, 51, 58, 68, 85,
99, 108, 117, 119, 125, 126, 128,
129, 133, 135-7, 140, 142-4, 160,
184n, 189n, 192n, 194n, 202n
Consumption, see Tuberculosis
Convery, Rev. Fr, Patrick, 79, 97, 192n
Conway, John, 164
Conybeare, Charles, 90
Cooke Centenary Presbyterian Church,
172
Cookstown, 82, 85, 90, 98

Coombe’s factory, 89

Cork, 17,22, 64, 67,92, 129, 159, 200n,
203n

Corrupt Practices Act, 1883, 185n

Corry, Sir James, 32, 88, 89

Coulter, Jack, 161

Coulter, James, 168

Cowan, Edward Porter, 19, 183n

Cox, Joseph, 97

Crawford, Arthur Sharman, 32

Crean, Eugene, 200n

Cregagh Presbyterian Church, 168

Crimes Act (Bill), 78-80, 84-6, 90, 91,
93, 100, 102, 104, 105

Criminal Law Amendment Act (Bill), 31,
185n

Criminal Procedure Bill, 22,23

Crompton, Henry, 23

Cross, Sir Richard, 32

Crozier’s Hill, 96

Cumming, James, 44, 187n, 188n

Currie, William, 59-61

Dargan, Charles, 60

Davidson, James Morrison, 108, 195n

Davis, Francis, 73, 191n

Davis, Murray, 124, 134,140, 141,147,
149

Davis, District Inspector William, 102

Davitt, Michael, 110, 139, 196n

Dawson, James, 140-2

Debtors, 23

de Cobain, Edward, 29, 31, 158, 185n

Dempsey, Dr Alexander, 89, 193n

Dempsey, James, 47, 96, 145, 188n,
193n, 194n, 200n

Dempsey, Patrick, 102, 194n

Department of Agriculture and Technical
Instruction (Ireland), 154

Derry (City), 68, 90, 104, 149, 151,
190n, 203n

Derry, Co. see Londonderry, Co.

Derry (townland), 6, 8, 10, 99, 179n,
180n

De Vesci, John Vescy, Viscount, 189n

Devlin, Joseph, 101, 194n

Dickson, Thomas A, 26, 52,54,64,114

Dilke, Sir Charles, 132, 133

Dillon, John, 78, 82, 83, 94, 105, 139

Dixon, Sir Daniel, 123, 133,160




|

|
|
r'
|

Doak, Samuel, 172

Donaldson, John, 29

Donegal, Co., 28, 59

Donegall Road Presbyterian Church,
167, 168, 170, 207n

Donegall Street Presbyterian Church,
167

Doran, George, 163

Douglas, Capt. George, 104

Dowds, Sgt. Patrick, 85

Down, Co., 64

Downpatrick, 100

Dragoon Guards, 95

Draperstown, 78

Dromara, 6,9, 10, 99, 179n

Dromore (Co Tyrone), 94-6

Drumquin, 96

Dublin, 30, 31, 67, 69, 75, 79, 93, 99,
129, 150-2, 200n

Duncairn Ward, 2, 124, 126-8, 136, 142,
143, 160

Dundrod, 191n

Dungannon, 82, 83

Dungiven, 90

Dunmurry, 175, 176

East Belfast (Parl. Constituency), 38,
68, 107, 143

East End Liberal
Association, 97

Edenderry Mill, 157

Elmwood Church Mission Hall, 168

Employers’ Liability Act, 20, 36, 43,45,
183n

Engineering Dispute, 125, 130, 200n

Engineering Employers’ Federation,
125, 200n

Essex County Council, 116, 118,119

Eve, Richard, 90

Ewart, William, 1, 30, 31, 37-9, 41-3,
45-7, 60, 96, 145, 159, 173, 187n,
188n, 189n

Ewart, William and Co., 12, 16,32, 35,
45

and Radical

Factories, safety in, 21, 36, 43, 149, 153,
182n

Falls Flax Spinning Co., 162, 199n

Falls Road baths, 3, 157-66, 171, 172,
175, 205n, 206n

—gymnastics team, 163, 164

Farrell, Patrick J., 154

Ferguson, John (Scottish-based Ulster
radical), 195n

Ferguson, Richard, 165, 166, 207n

Findlater, William, 26

Finnis, 6, 8

Flax industry, 11, 12,17, 149, 155, 162

Flaxdressers’ Trade and Benevolent
Union, 15,16,20,22, 112,121, 124,
132, 148, 152, 159, 182n, 199n,
203n, 205n

Fleming, Robert, 133

Flinn, James, 18, 183n

Forster Green Hospital, 76, 192n

Fountainville Presbyterian Church, 170

Franchise, 21, 23, 25-7, 29, 30, 36, 43,
96, 183n, 184n

French, John, 162

Gageby, Robert, 22, 124, 128, 136, 137,
147, 158, 159, 161, 205n

Gallagher, Francis, 154

Galway, 68, 72

Gardner, Robert, 68

Garvagh, 83

George VI, King, 174

George Henry, 28, 29, 42, 50, 51, 108,
109, 111, 199n

Gladstone, William Ewart, 1, 2, 25,27,
48,49,51,53,55-9,61-4, 66,67, 70,
71, 76, 79, 80, 89, 93, 100, 105-8,
112, 114, 132, 188n, 189n, 194n,
1950, 198n

Glasgow, 2, 106, 108-13, 115, 122, 140,
164, 195n

Glasier, John Bruce, 113, 120, 122

Glenavy, 100

Good Templars, 27, 185n

Govan, 196n

Goyer, William, 65

Graham, James Forde, 6

Green, Forster, 192n

Greencastle (N. Belfast), 127, 145

Greeves, Messrs and Co., 162

Gregg, ex-Sgt., 162

Gymnastics, 160, 161, 163, 164

Halliday, William, 38
Hammond, William, 66, 191n

221

Hanna, Rev. Dr Hugh, 29, 42,103, 185n,
187n, 192n
Hanna, William John, 104
Hardie, Keir, 110, 113, 120, 122, 196n,
198n
Harland, Sir Edward, 31
Harland and Wolff, 208n
Harrison, Thomas, 124, 128, 134, 136,
144, 145, 199n
Haslett, Sir James, 68, 88, 131, 144
Healy, Timothy, 68, 192n
Henderson, Sir James, 131, 143
Henry, John Quinn, 84, 85
Henry George Institute, 110, 111
Herbert, Sammy, 116, 198n
Herdman, Messrs, 132
Highland Light Infantry, 86
Hill, William, 137, 201n
Hobson, Benjamin, 42, 44, 187n
Hobson, Bulmer, 187n
Hobson, Thomas, 90
Home Government Association of
Ireland, 48
Home Rule, 2, 3, 45, 48, 51-63, 66-70,
73,74, 81, 82,100, 107, 108, 112-4,
119, 170, 195n, 198n, 1991, 208n
Hopkins, Alexander, 138, 139,202n
Housepainters’ Society, 15
Howard, John Alexander Junior, 175
Howard, John Alexander Senior, 175
Howard, Rosemary Grimmett, 175
Howell, George, 59, 189n
Huddersfield, 152
Hughes, Edward, 89
Hughes, Thomas, 147
Hutchinson, Rev. Lamont, 5, 8,9,12,38,
180n
Hutton, Henry, 133
Hyndman, Henry Mayers, 115
Hyndman, Dr Hugh, 30, 91, 99, 100,
195n

Independent Labour Party, 122, 123,
147, 195n, 198n, 199n

International Labour Committee, 174

Ireland’s Saturday Night, 161, 172

Irish Amateur Swimming Association,
163, 165, 172

Irish Financial Reform League, 134

Irish Land Purchase Bill, 56, 60

Irish Land Restoration Society, 27, 28,
50, 52, 100, 108, 1851, 203n

Irish Linenlappers’ Union, 124

Irish Municipal Corporations Act 1 840,
183n

Irish Party (see also National League),
44,46,47,49,74,77,97, 159, 195n,
202n, 205n

Irish Protestant Home Rule Association,
62-70, 73, 75-9, 82, 83, 85, 86, 89-
91, 93, 94, 98-100, 102, 103, 106-8,
114, 190n, 191n, 194n, 195n, 203n

Irish Trade Boards, 174

Irish Trade Union Congress
see Trade Union Congress (Irish)

Irwin, Archibald, 168

Irwin, Rev. Fr John, 7

Jaffe, Otto, 139

Japan, 169

Jerrettspass, 104

Johnston, Frank, 128, 174

Johnston, James J., 66, 107,190n, 191n

Johnston, Thomas, 24, 45, 46, 65,159,
184n, 188n, 205n

Johnston, William, of Ballykilbeg, 32,
139, 143

Johnston, William, of Londonderry, 59

Jones, William, 77

Jordan, Jeremiah, 94, 95, 114

Justice, 115, 116, 197n

Justices, Belfast, 88

Kelly, Chief Inspector William, 82

Kenny, Matthew, 96

Kilkeel, 84, 85

Killead, 100

Kilmorey, Francis Charles Needham, 3rd
Earl of, 84, 85

Kilrea, 80, 90

Kilskeery, 95

King-Harmon, Col, Edward, 88

King-Kerr, Dr James, 137

Kirk, James, 59

Knox, John Watt, 206n

Labour, Ministry of (NI), 174, 175
Labour Leader, 122, 123
Labour Party, 2, 113, 117, 120, 160,




198n, 202n, 203n
Labour Representation Committee, 160,
198n, 205n
Land Act, 86, 100, 188n, 193n
Land League, 113
Land reform, 27, 28, 50-3, 58, 62, 73,
74,77, 85,99, 191n
Land values, tax, 139, 140, 202n
Lassar baths, 162, 163, 206n
Lawson, Henry, 88
Lawther, Samuel, 126, 128
Leahy, George, 151
Leahy, William, 150, 156
Leathem, Henry
see Quinn v. Leathem
Lee, James, 55, 189n
Lee, James Mitchell, 12,113, 181n
Leggatt, Sgt. Major, 161
Lettergash, 95, 96
Lewis, Charles E., 68
Liberal Party, 1, 24-6, 30-2, 38, 39, 49,
51-5, 58, 59, 63, 64, 66, 67, 69, 75,
90,93, 99,108, 114,119, 184n, 187n,
189n, 195n, 198n, 202n
see also Belfast Liberal Association
and Radical Liberals
Liberal Unionists, 66-9, 119, 129, 136,
144, 192n, 194n, 199n, 202n
Library, Belfast
see Public Library, in Belfast
Liddell, William, 124, 128, 132, 135,
142, 145
Limavady, 196n
Limerick, 67, 129
Linen Merchants’ Association, 31
Lisburn Registry Office, 7
Liverpool, 163
Local Government Board for Ireland,
139
Local Governnient (Ireland) Act (Bill),
131, 132, 135, 136, 139, 200n
London, 2, 59, 60, 112-120, 122
Londonderry (City), see Derry (City)
Londonderry, Co., 59
Lough, Thomas, 90, 114
Loughaghery Presbyterian Church, 8,
180n
Loughguile, 104
Lower Iveagh, 6
Lurgan, 33, 34

McAlister, William, 127
McAllister, Rev. Fr Daniel, 85
McBride, Robert, 167
McCalmont, Robert, 107, 195n
McCammond, James, 126
McCammond, Sir William, 123, 126,
128, 200n
MecCance, Finlay, 32, 52
McCarron, James, 148, 150
McCartan, Michael, 73, 75, 91, 97,99
McCarthy, Justin, 68, 114
McCarthy, Michael, 22
McCaughey, William, 95
McClelland, James, 133
McClelland, Thomas, 63, 79, 89, 190n,
195n
McClinchy, Uriah, 73, 98, 106, 107,
194n
McClung, Robert, 41, 187n, 188n
McClure, William, 124, 128
McComb, Samuel, 59
McConnell, Sir Robert, 143, 147
McCormick, John, 135-7
McCormick, William, 136
McCourt, Laurence, 104
McCreedy, George, 161
McDevitt, Daniel, 147
MacDonald, Ramsay, 120, 122, 160,
173, 198n
McDonnell, John, 159
McFadden, Rev. Fr James, 102, 105
McGarrell, Patrick, 100
McGee, John G., 131
McHenry, Minnie and William, Arthur
and Ella, 121, 198n
Mcllrath, Rev. John, 170, 172
Mclnnes, Edward, 124, 147
McIntosh, George, 31
Mclntosh, Robert, 65
McKean, Rev. Dr William, 169
McKee, John, 59
McKeown, Bemard, 6, 179n
McKeown, James, 6, 179n
McKeown, Michael, 163
McKeown, Patrick (great-grandfather of
Alexander Bowman), 6, 179n
McKeown, Patrick (grandfather of
Alexander Bowman), 6, 7, 178n-180n
McKeown, William (father of Alexander
Bowman), 5-9, 13, 178n, 179n

McKeown, William (Orangeman, of

Dromara), 179n
MacKnight, Thomas, 103
McManus, Hugh, 204
McMullen, Sgt., 161
McMurray, Samuel, 84
McParland, John, 149
McQuiston Memorial Church, 163
MacVeagh, Jeremiah, 102

Maghera, 90
Magherafelt, 81, 85
Magill, Rev. George, 38, 127, 167, 186n
Manchester, 20, 21, 163, 184n, 196n
Mandeville, John, 105, 194n
Massereene, Clotworthy Skeffington,
11th Viscount, 97
Mater Infirmorum Hospital, 165
Maxwell, John Shaw, 108, 195n
Meharg, Robert, 24, 60, 65, 184n
Melville, James, 38, 44
Mid Antrim (Parl. constituency), 68
Mid Armagh (Parl. constituency), 68
Midlothian, 112
Milltown, 100
Mitchell, Joseph, 17,31, 38, 60, 64, 158,
205n
Mitchelstown, 104, 105, 194n
Moffett, William, 82
Monaghan, 91
Monro, Henry, 10, 181n
Monro, Samuel, 16,17, 19, 22, 65,124,
205n
Monaghan, 91
Moorhead, Rev. Robert, 8
Morgan Bros., 85
Morley, John, 99, 105, 194n
Morning News, 39, 41, 44, 46, 55, 57,
62, 63, 76, 103
Mountpottinger Liberal Club, 49
Muldoon, Patrick, 95
Munce, Andrew, 204n
Murphy, John, 135,142, 144, 147, 201n

National Amalgamated Union of
Labourers, 124

National Club, 107

National Foresters, 102

National League, 67-9, 75, 77-9, 84, 86,
89-91,94,95,97-100, 102, 104, 107,

223

108, 194n, 195n
New London, Connecticut, 176

National Society for Women'’s Suffrage,

76

New Northern Spinning Co., 162

Nicholl, William, 140-2

North Antrim (Parl. constituency), 68

North Armagh (Par. constituency), 68

North Belfast (Parl. constituency), 35-
47, 60, 143, 144, 160, 173, 187n,
188n, 200n, 202n, 205n

North Derry Gladstone Liberal
Association, 90, 99

North of Ireland Operative Butchers’
Society, 151, 152

North Tyrone (Parl. Constituency), 68

Northern Whig, 17, 18, 25,31, 3942,
46, 47, 55, 57, 61, 63, 64, 66-8, 79,
83, 86,87, 103, 172, 181n

Northwich, 193n

Norwich, 205n

Nottingham, 22, 184n, 191n

O’Brien, William, 68, 94

Officer, Samuel, 70

Officer family, 191n

O’Hare, William, 89

Oldham, Hubert, 69, 75

Oldpark Presbyterian Church, 168

Omagh, 86, 90, 96, 103, 104

Operative House and Ship Painters’ and
Decorators’ Union, 124

Orange Order, 84, 205n

Ormeau Avenue baths, 159

Ossory (Parl. constituency), 67

Parnell, Charles Stewart, 2, 22, 46,47,
77,80,81,108,113,114,192n, 195n

Payment of Wages in Public Houses
Prevention Bill, 20

Peace Society, 77, 78, 145

Pearson, James, 136

Pharis, 80

Phoenix Park murders, 18, 19, 192n

Phosphorus matches, 133, 201n

Pickersgill, Edward, 91

Picton, James, 88

Pile, Sir Thomas, 150

Pinkerton, John, 68, 91, 191n, 192n

Pirrie, William, 123, 124, 134




224

Plan of Campaign, 78, 94, 102, 192n

Police
see Royal Irish Constabulary
and Royal Ulster Constabulary

Policing in Belfast, Select Committee on,
2, 87, 88, 193n

Poor Law Guardians, 136

Portadown, 67

Poyntzpass, 104

Presbyterians and Presbyterian Church,
70,71, 167-70

Press Association, 59

Privy Council, 89

Provand, Andrew, 111

Public Library, in Belfast, 19, 29, 136,
143, 162, 183n, 190n, 201n

Quinn v. Leathem, 151, 152, 204n

Radical Liberals, 116-9, 198n

Redmond, John, 159

Redmond, William, 94

Resident magistrates, 89

Reynolds, William, 91

Richardson, E. L., 129, 200n, 204n

Richview Presbyterian Church, 170, 172

Ringsend, Co. Londonderry, 81

Ripon, George Frederick Samuel
Robinson, Marquess of, 99

Ritchie (née Boomer), Isabella, 12, 113

Ritchie, James, 12, 13,113

Ritchie, Martha, 13

Ritchie, Robert, 12,17, 181n

Ritchie, Rose, see Bowman, Rose

Roberts, Field Marshal Earl, 145

Rodgers, Robert, 99

Rodgers, Thomas, 99

Rodgers, William, 99

Rogers, Thorold, 90

Rogers, William, 7, 180n

Rosebery, Archibald Primose, 5th Earl
of, 115, 119

Royal Albert College, Dublin, 176

Royal Irish Constabulary, 80, 81, 84-6,
89-91, 95, 102, 193n

Royal Ulster Constabulary, 166, 171

Ruskin College, Oxford, 174

Russell, Sir Charles, 113

St Peter’s Swimming Club, 165

Salisbury, Robert Arthur Gascoyne
Cecil, 3rd Marquess of, 25, 27, 32,
49,51, 68,78, 119, 143, 145

Scotland, 108, 112, 196n

Scott, Hugh, 59

Scottish Land Restoration Federation,
111-13

Scottish Land Restoration League, 109,
110,112, 196n

Scottish Liberal Association, 112

Sexton Debating Society, 101, 102, 194n

Sexton, Thomas, 46, 67, 68, 73, 88, 99,
114, 183n, 188n, 194n

Shankill Road Mission Hall, 169

Shaw, George Bernard, 115

Shaw, John, 163

Shillington, Thomas, 54, 55, 62, 73, 86,
91, 93,100, 113, 189n

Shirrah, William, 17

Simpson, James, 108, 195n

Simms, Rev. Samuel, 169

Sinclair, Thomas, 53, 54, 58

Sinton, John, 101

Sirocco Works, 58

Sligo, 148, 154, 155, 204n, 207n

Sloan, William, 84

Smyth, Rev. Fr James, 95

Social Democratic Federation, 115-118,
196n-198n

Socialist League, 113

South Belfast (Parl. constituency), 38,
143

South Down and Armagh Tenants’
Property Defence Association, 104

South Londonderry (Parl. constituency),
68

South Side Single Tax Association, 110

South Tyrone (Parl. constituency), 68

Southport, 97

Spinners’ Association, 15-17

Stead, William, 31, 32, 37, 44, 185n,

186n

Stelfox, James, 123

Stephens, Rev. Fr Daniel, 102

Stockport, 186n

Stoker, Bram, 114, 196n

Strabane, 90

Sullivan, T.D., 99

Summary Jurisdiction Act, 20, 21

Sykes, John, 152

Tallon, Daniel, 135

Taylor, Alex., 124, 132, 141, 146, 147
149, 205n, 206n

Taylor, Sir David, 22, 31

Temperance movement, 14,27, 37, 116,
137, 169, 182n, 185n

Tenters, dispute, 1881, 15-17

36th (Ulster) Division, 165

Thompson, David, 165

Thompson, Rev. George, 167

Thompson, John, 126, 128, 135

Thompson, William, 59

Tipping, Ernest, 97

Tod, Isabella, 32

Tohill, Dr John, 89

Toomebridge, 75, 80, 90

Trades Union Congress (British), 19-23,
122, 148, 152, 173, 184n, 186n,
191n, 196n, 205n

Trade Union Congress (Irish), 2, 3, 143,
148-56, 159, 172, 177, 203n-205n,
207n

Trevelyan, George, 56

Troubles, Irish, 1920-2, 165, 166

Tuberculosis, 76, 77, 153

Tullamore Jail, 194n

Tyrone, Co., 83, 91

»

Ulster Bacon Curing Co., 113, 115,116

Ulster Gymnastics Association, 164

Ulster Land Committee, 54, 189n

Ulster Liberal Society, 52

Ulster Loyalist Anti-Repeal Union, 79,
192n

Ulster Reform Club, 51, 52

Ulster Swimming Council, 163, 172

Ulsterville Presbyterian Church, 168

Union between Great Britain and Ireland,
43, 44, 46, 54, 75, 76, 98

United States, 98, 106

United Workers’ Organisation, 118

Universal Automatic Machines Co., 107,
112

Victoria, Queen, 2, 76, 86, 101, 131,
142, 143, 150, 202n
Victoria Barracks, 161

Walker, Samuel, 26
Walker, William, 122, 123, 136, 142,

145-7, 150-2, 155, 157, 159, 160,
201n, 205n, 206n
Wallace, Rev. John Bruce, 27-9, 100,
108-10, 114,117, 185n, 194n, 195n,
196n
Wallace, John Stewart, 91, 92, 107, 114,
194n, 195n
Walthamstow, 115-19, 167, 173, 174,
197n
Walthamstow District Council, 117, 119
Walthamstow Guardian, 116-18
Walthamstow Reporter, 116-18
Warner, Courtenay, 118, 119, 198n
Waterford, 66, 72, 92, 129
Watson, Sinclair, 38
Weir, William, 168
West Belfast (Parl. constituency), 46,
67,69, 143, 190n
White, Dr Timothy, 126-8
Whiteinch, 108, 113, 167
Whitley, Edward, 88
Williams, Rev. C. Fleming, 97
Williamson, Dr James ({ndependent
Conservative candidate), 140-2,
202n
Williamson, James (Nationalist
candidate), 68
Wilson, Robert, 126, 128, 135
Windsor Ward, 147
Wolff, Gustav, 143
Women'’s suffrage, 30, 32, 43, 75, 186n
Woodall, William, 32, 186n
Woodvale gymnastics team, 161
Woodvale Presbyterian Church, 168
Workman, James, 22, 34, 35, 40, 42, 44,
46, 100, 112
Workmen’s Compensation Act, 153
World War I, 164, 165
Wortley, Richard, 124, 131, 201n
Wyndham, George, 152, 153

Young Ireland Society, 73, 90-3, 96, 102,
191n
Young Men’s Christian Association, 163




When Alexander Bowman was elected to Belfast
Corporation as Labour member for Duncairn in 1897, the
very idea that he would still be remembered a century later
for his relentless championing of the working-class cause
appeared unthinkable. Yet Bowman, a near-penniless
flaxdresser from a humble farming background, richly
deserves his place in Irish political and labour history.

| Twelve years earlier in 1885, following his key role in the
v birth of organised trade unionism in Belfast, he had been
the first working-class Irishman to seek a seat at

Westminster. His subsequent support for Gladstone’s Home
Rule bill and the Dublin parliament which he believed
offered the best hope of bringing together Irish people of all

persuasions, attracted much criticism. Forced to leave
Belfast in 1888, he found himself immersed in the
embryonic socialist movements first in Glasgow and then in
London. Returning with new ideas to the Belfast trade
union fold in 1895, he won the Corporation seat two years
later and in 1901 was elected President of the
Irish Trade Union Congress.

This biography, by his journalist great-grandson Terence

Bowman, pays long-overdue tribute to a labour pioneer

who, at great personal cost, dedicated his life sufficiently to

the welfare of the working classes to earn their, and now

our, respect as a People’s Champion.
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