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a century before the Welfare State

More than _ ; o d
and compre ensive social services took shape, T

societies and unions had worked ' e
*ohorate method of coping with the un- MMMW’W’WWWMWNT |
ot that the Industrial Revolution made | | ’mmmmm‘m
g ;.:; : ]Lin 11',_-»{;11'-”“‘: of working life. This was the 3 9006 010455855 p L
-Ua',n;\'-p_r or ‘travelling’ system under \&[h]ch
era frsmen who were out of work were sc_ent off to
tramp the country. En route they were greeted
by their fellow members, gwcn’bed and board in
‘society” inns, and offered help in finding a job.
<tem, which only died out with the
7, often saw thousands of men (and
Leir wives) ‘on the road’. Hitherto it
hscure area of trade union and
Travelling Brothers, however,
the first full study of the subject, describes it in
detail, drawing upon & we_allh of craft lore anfj
tramping m. This includes the tramp's
‘plank’ or passport; the *house of call’; the rise
* tramp in the days when strikers left
+s one by one to take to the road,
- and the fall of the ‘bad” tramp
when unions sometimes disciplined men who
left their 4 too readily or stayed away too
long, thus bringing into disrepute organisations
which were seeking public respectability.
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Travelling Brothers seeks also to pinpoint the

origin of the tramping system, and finds it in the ; ;

sdevelopment of the organised crafts of centuries . S = i S B B T ——
earlier. Mr Leeson, with the fine grasp of his S50 £ = i 2 =—/ = detail of the Tonmoulders: coat
subject which only deep research can create, S ““““T““" = S of arms illustrating a travelling
traces the system forward through the trans- ; \ i 1' 3 =l L crafismany beinpEEeeted, by o
formation of artisan gild and craft company to 4 ‘-"ﬂ‘l"h"f-\\k\-‘\f T A i shop-matc
the break-up of the old organisations under the = [
shock waves of the industrial era, the journey-
man’s clubs and the trade and friendly societies.

t of his pioneering study, the author

{he tramping system a crucial place

nd the creation of trade unions.

' al new ideas on the origins

t of early union organisations

ceived orthodoxies. His book is

st therefore to historians and

students; Iso attractively and persuasively

written to appeal to historically-minded readers

in geqeral and to members of the labour move-

ment in particular, part of the history of which is
enshrined in these pages.
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