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Welcome +o NCI 

We are pleased to welcome you to NCI and to introduce the programme of Orientation & Registration for 
Foundation Studies students. We hope that you will find the opportunity you have taken to return to 
a ucation personally rewarding and enjoyable. Mature students, both on and off-campus, are an 
n gral part of College life at NCI and we recognise the enormous contribution you make both 
academically and socially. Central to our mission 1s the desire to support and empower all students at 
the College, but we are particularly conscious of the needs of mature students 1n these areas . To this 
end we have put in place a range of support systems and we encourage you to avail of these throughout 
your time with us . 

The purpose of this programme is to give you the opportunity to get to know more about the College and 
the various sources of information and support before you start fully into the academic year. Please 
note carefully the date and time, and retain the programme for use during the Orientation Programme. 
It is important that you attend all the scheduled sessions and we hope that you enjoy them . 
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Profiles 

dette Branagan, 
Student of Sociok:~y & Greek & Roman Cwilisat1on, UCO 

"It prepared me very well for the experience of College life and was a positive 
environment in which to learn as everyone was in the same boat. NCI was like a 

launching pad into further learning. The experience of being welcomed, no matter 
what my background gave me the chance to reach my full potential. Without 

NCI and the preparation 1t gave me, I would not have had the courage and 
determination to go onto a big institution like UCO." 

Graduate: Foundation Studies - Cultural Studies 

n Sh 
Student, NCAD 

''The NCI Foundation Studies in Cultural Studies provided me wtth the 
qualification I needed to enter NCAD (I had no Leavmg Cert). It opened my 

eyes to the reality of third-level education , provided me with skills for studying 
and writing, enabled me to face the pressures of deadlines, and most 
importantly, gave me a renewed confidence m myself - and the subjects were 
mcredibly interesting - especially History of Art and English." 

Graduate: Foundation Studies - Cultural Studies 

"My year in NCI completing the Foundation Studies, Social Studies Courses was the 
most intellectually challenging and excitmg of my ltfe. The Foundation course is an 
excellent springboard back into education, particularly for students who have been 
out of the system for many years. It was well worth the effort involved." 

Graduate: Foundation Studies - Social Studies 

Mary Furlong 
Diploma in Nursing 

"My year tn NCI opened the door for me into nursing that I thought was 
closed forever. It gave me the confidence in my own abilities that allowed me 
to apply for a place in a profession that had been a ltfelong ambition. It also 
gave me the study and time management skills that were needed to enter 
full- time education after a gap of twenty years. It gave me a future." 

Graduate: Foundation Studies - Science 


