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For up-to-date course information please visit:

www.ncirl.ie

Follow us on:

Our open days are scheduled 
to take place on the 

following dates: 

• Friday 12th November 2021
• Saturday 13th November 2021
• Wednesday 19th January 2022

These events may move online 
see our website for details.

 

All of our full-time courses are accredited by Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI).

Full-time courses are offered through the Central Applications Office (CAO).

All full-time undergraduate programmes, except the BA (Hons) in Psychology, are eligible for funding under the Free Fees Initiative. 
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Leaving Certificate Students 
Applications for all full-time undergraduate courses 
should be made to the Central Applications Office 
(CAO), Tower House, Eglinton Street, Galway before 
February 1st annually. 

The CAO Handbook gives details of application dates 
and procedures. 

For further information visit www.cao.ie.

Foundation Level Mathematics
A pass in foundation level mathematics at F2 
or higher will be considered as meeting the 
minimum entry requirements for the Higher 
Certificate in Business only.

Bonus Points for Higher Level Leaving 
Certificate Mathematics 
NCI operates the bonus scheme for Higher level 
Leaving Certificate Mathematics. 25 points will be 
added to an applicant’s points score for Higher Level 
Mathematics for grades H6 and above.

Grade
H1

H2

H3

H4

H5

H6

H7

H8

Points
100

88

77

66

56

46

37

0

O1

O2

O3

O4

O5

O6

O7

O8

56

46

37

28

20

12

0

0

Grade       			    Points
     F1                			       20

     F2              			        12
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Applying for 
Full-Time 
Courses 

Grade Points



Leaving Certificate Vocational 
Programme 

NCI recognises the LCVP for admission 
purposes, and results in the Link Modules 
element of the programme will be 
considered as follows:

Grade        A-Level      AS-Level                                                 

A*             150	      /

A	       135	     65

B	       120	     60

C	        80	               50

D	        75	               35

E	        40	               20

 * Excluding Scotland. 
See the Scottish Qualifications website 
www.sqa.org.uk 

This is automatically computed by CAO. 
The Link Modules may be used as one 
of the six subjects for overall points 
calculation but will not be considered as 
a subject for the purposes of minimum 
entry requirements.

Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland Applicants 
UK applicants should apply through the 
CAO system at www.cao.ie. Equivalent 
CAO points are awarded for each grade. 
Points may be accumulated from not 
more than one sitting of each of the 
GCSE and GCE A level examinations.* In 
the calculation of points not more than 
three GCE A-level results may be included 
in the five subjects. 

A-Level /AS-Level Points 
Guide

Grade                 Points
Distinction	            66

Merit	                         46

Pass	                         28

 

Further Education/
PLC Students 
NCI welcomes students who are presenting full QQI level 
5/6 awards. Students with Further Education/PLC Awards 
must apply through the CAO system for entry to 1st year of 
their desired course. Information on the entry requirements 
for such applicants is available at www.ncirl.ie/Study/How-
to-Apply/QQI-Applicants. Applicants presenting a full award 
will have their points calculated on the basis of their QQI 
qualification. For details on how these points are calculated 
and the required level of distinction, visit www.cao.ie. 

NCI also welcomes applicants for advanced entry into 2nd 
or 3rd year of our full-time programmes. To be eligible for 
advanced entry, applicants must have undertaken specific 
courses and obtained certain results. Applicants should 
check with their individual institution or College of Further 
Education to find out which courses this option is available 
to. To find out more information regarding our advanced 
entry links, please contact Admissions at admissions@ncirl.
ie. You can also contact Karen Campbell, School Liaison 
Officer at karen.campbell@ncirl.ie, further details page 74.

Mature Applicants
National College of Ireland is committed to providing 
equal access to education and equal opportunities for 
mature students. Students who are 23 years of age or 
older on 1st January can apply directly to NCI for entry 
to full-time education the following autumn. Applications 
will be accepted until 31st July. However, this closing date 
is subject to demand and therefore may change. For this 
reason and to avoid disappointment, it is advised that 
applications are submitted as early as possible. Further 
details can be obtained from the Admissions Office at 
admissions@ncirl.ie.

Exemptions
Students may get exemptions from parts of NCI courses by 
virtue of programmes already undertaken. Please ask for 
details on application. If you wish to apply for exemptions, 
please attach a formal written request to your application 
including:

A copy of the syllabus of the subject(s) you have already 
completed and official transcripts of the result awarded in 
that/those subjects.

Recognition of Prior 
Experiential Learning (RPEL)
National College of Ireland, in association with QQI, is 
participating in a scheme which enables the college to grant 
formal recognition to students for knowledge or experience 
that they have previously gained. This knowledge, be it from 
life or work, is evaluated by the college through the RPEL 
system. When evaluated, this learning might entitle students 
to credits towards or exemptions from a course of study. 
This scheme is particularly attractive to people who wish to 
pursue courses that are relevant to areas where they work, 
or have worked in the past, but who do not have any formal 
qualification. 

Contact the Admissions Office (admissions@ncirl.Ie) for 
details on how to apply under RPEL.
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Disability Access Route to 
Education (DARE)
The Disability Access Route to Education (DARE) 
is a third-level alternative admissions scheme 
for school-leavers whose disabilities have had a 
negative impact on their second- level education. 
Mature and Further Education students have 
different admission routes and you can get 
further information on these routes from 
www.ncirl.ie.  

Before submitting a DARE application you should 
read the DARE Application Guide & Workbook 
and discuss this with your parents, guardians or 
guidance counsellor. 

Applicants applying for DARE must:

1. Be under the age of 23 as of 1st January 
    2022.

2. Apply to CAO by 5:15pm on 1st February 
    2022.

3. No later than 5:15pm on 1st March 2022, 
    disclose your disability and/or specific 
    learning difficulty in your CAO application.

If you wish to be considered for the DARE 
scheme you must indicate this on the fully 
completed SIF/DARE form by ticking “Yes” to 
Question 1 by 17:15 on 1st March.

4. Submit DARE supporting documents to arrive 
    In CAO by 5:15pm on 15th March 2022. All 
    documents must be completed, signed and 
    stamped. 

Notes:
DARE has specific requirements for Section 
C (Evidence of Disability) in relation to the 
Medical Consultant/Specialist who must verify 
your disability, the age limit on reports and 
the documentation required. DARE will hold a 
number of Application Advice Clinics nationwide. 
Information on dates and locations can be found 
on www.cao.ie. 

The above outline of the DARE application 
process and dates listed are indicative only. 
DARE applicants are advised to consult www.cao.
ie for further details and updates to dates and 
processes which may be relevant. 

Supplementary 
Admission 
Routes
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Widening participation in and access to 
education is central to the ethos of National 
College of Ireland. We offer a number of 
special entry initiatives:
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Higher Education Access Route 
(HEAR) 
The Higher Education Access Route (HEAR) 
is a third-level admissions scheme for 
school leavers from socio-economically 
disadvantaged backgrounds. HEAR has been 
established by a number of Higher Education 
Institutions based on clear evidence that 
socio-economic disadvantage has a negative 
impact on educational achievement at school 
and progression to higher education. School 
leavers who provide satisfactory evidence 
relating to their socio-economic circumstances 
and meet the Irish Leaving Certificate 
matriculation / minimum entry and subject 
requirements are eligible to compete for a 
quota of places allocated to applicants on a 
reduced points basis in National College of 
Ireland.

As the minimum entry and subject 
requirements may be different for each 
course, applicants should check this 
prospectus for the requirements of each 
preference listed on your CAO form.  

Who should apply to HEAR?
HEAR is for school leavers (under 23 years old 
as of 1st January 2022). Mature and FETAC 
students have different admission routes 
and you can get further information on these 
routes from www.ncirl.ie.   

How to apply to HEAR

1. Apply online to CAO by 5:15pm on 1st 
    February 2022.

2. No later than 5:15pm on 1st March 2022, 
    you must complete the online HEAR 
    application form

3. Submit relevant evidence in support of 
    your application to arrive at CAO no 
    later than 5:15pm on 15th March 2022. 

More information on HEAR is available from 
your school Guidance Counsellor or NCI’s 
Student Support Office. Information can also 
be found on: www.accesscollege.ie
www.cao.ie.

Condition of a HEAR Offer
Students who receive a HEAR offer must 
attend an orientation programme before the 
first semester. Students who accept a place in 
National College of Ireland through HEAR are 
offered a variety of academic, personal and 
social supports while studying at third- level.

Details of post-admission supports for HEAR 
entrants can also be found on:
www.accesscollege.ie
www.ncirl.ie

The above outline of the HEAR application 
process and dates listed are indicative only. 
HEAR applicants are advised to consult www.
cao.ie for further details and updates to dates 
and processes which may be relevant. 



Deferred Entry 
A student who has been offered a place may defer 
acceptance for one year under certain circumstances 
which are deemed appropriate by the college. 
Applications for deferrals will not be considered 
after the end of the first semester except in 
extenuating circumstances. In relation to deferred 
entry into full-time day programmes, the college 
operates a policy in common with other third-level 
institutions. For details see the CAO handbook or 
www.cao.ie.

Transfer 
Students with a full award from another institution 
or awarding body are welcome to apply for entry to 
courses at stages later than year 1. Students who 
have not completed or have only partially completed 
an award are not eligible for transfer. Further details 
are available from the Admissions Office.  

Awards 
Awards for full-time courses at National College of 
Ireland are awarded by Quality and Qualifications 
Ireland (QQI) and are placed on the NFQ. QQI grants 
higher certificate and undergraduate degree awards 
to students who complete accredited QQI courses. 
Full-time courses at NCI are divided into three main 
categories: 

Financial Information 
For information on fees, see individual course 
descriptions. 

The Fees Office is responsible for the billing and 
collection of fees and can be contacted at (01) 4498 
566 / (01) 4498 569 or by emailing fees@ncirl.ie.

Free Fees Initiative* 
In accordance with a decision of the Government 
of Ireland, qualifying full-time undergraduate Irish/
European Union students will not be required to 
pay tuition fees on certain courses. Tuition fees 
will be paid in respect of EU nationals who have 
been resident in an EU member state for at least 
three of the five years preceding their entry to full-
time undergraduate courses at National College 
of Ireland. (The BA (Honours) Psychology is not 
included in the Free Fees Initiative). 

*Please note that the free fees initiative is subject to 
government review. 

Non-EU Students 
Students who are not normally resident in a member 
state of the European Union will be required to pay 
tuition fees. Details are available from the 
Fees Office. 

Student Contribution Fee 
Payment is the responsibility of the student unless 
covered by a grant from Student Universal Support 
Ireland (SUSI). It is also the responsibility of students 
to inform the Fees Office if they are in receipt of 
a grant. Students who are applying to third-level 
education for the first time should make their grant 
application to www.grantsonline.ie. 

Refunds 
The college operates a strict policy of non-refund 
of deposit/fees except where the college is not in a 
position to comply with its obligations to the student. 

Late Registration Fee 
Students who fail to register at the appointed time 
will be required to pay a late registration fee of €80 
unless prior arrangements have been made with the 
Registrar’s Office. This will not apply to students who 
receive late offers of places or whose registration has 
been delayed by NCI.  

Financial Assistance 
The Student Assistance Fund provides financial 
support to students who would be unable to fully 
benefit from third-level education without external 
support. This scheme is managed by the Higher 
Education Authority on behalf of the Department of 
Education and Skills. The Student Assistance Fund 
is co-funded by the Government of Ireland and the 
European Social Fund as part of the ESF Programme 
for Employability, Inclusion and Learning 2014-2020. 

For information please contact saf@ncirl.ie. 

Laptop Requirements
NCI strongly advises that all students should have 
access to a suitable laptop for their course. A student 
laptop loan scheme may be available for certain 
eligible students. Details of the laptop loan scheme 
and laptop specifications, which can be different for 
each course, are available on our website.  
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Higher Certificate                  2

Degree (Ord)                  	       3

Degree (Hons)                       3-4

Category	      Duration in Year 

Award	                               ECTS Credits 

Higher Certificate                120

Degree (Ord)                  	     180

Degree (Hons)                     180-240



Minimum Entry Requirements 

Honours Level Degrees 
Minimum entry requirements are a grade H5 
and above in two higher level subjects together 
with a minimum of O6/H7 in four other subjects. 
A minimum of grade O6/H7 must be obtained 
in English. A grade O6/H7 must be obtained in 
Mathematics. Applicants for the BSc. (Hons) in Data 
Science must obtain a minimum of grade H5 in 
Mathematics. Mature applicants, applicants with a 
disability or those applying through the DARE or 
HEAR access schemes should consult pages 70 
and 71.

For the BA (Hons) in Early Childhood Education and 
Care the minimum entry requirements are O6/H7 in 
5 subjects in the Leaving Certificate or equivalent 
which must include English and Mathematics.

Higher Certificate in Business 
Minimum entry requirements are a grade O6/H7 
or above in five subjects. A minimum of grade 
O6/H7 must be obtained in English. A grade O6/
H7/F2 must be obtained in Mathematics. Mature 
applicants, applicants with a disability or those 
applying through the DARE or HEAR access 
schemes should consult pages 70 and 71.

Higher Certificate in Computing 
Minimum entry requirements are a grade O6/H7 or 
above in five subjects. A minimum of grade O6/H7 
must be obtained in English. A grade O6/H7 must 
be obtained in Mathematics. Applicants for Higher 
Certificate in Data Science must obtain a minimum 
of grade H5 in Mathematics. Mature applicants, 
applicants with a disability or those applying 
through the DARE or HEAR access schemes should 
consult pages 70 and 71
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“As School Liaison Officer, I’m 
here to help students choose the 
right course for them and to let 
them know about the potential 
that each of our programmes 
here at National College of 
Ireland has to offer.

“It can be difficult deciding what 
you would like to study next but 
also an exciting transition from 
secondary school to third-level 
education. At National College 
of Ireland, we pride ourselves 
on our reputation of being a 
supportive and friendly college. 

If you have queries regarding 
our programmes, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch, I would 
love to hear from you.”

Karen Campbell
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School Liaison Events
Open Days
School Visits
Campus Visits
Career Fairs

SCHOOL LIAISON



School Liaison Events
If you would like to find out more information 
about National College of Ireland, our events 
programme is full of useful, informative 
activities that will help you to understand more 
about going on to third-level and to NCI.

To find out more information on these 
upcoming events please see our website:
www.ncirl.ie/CAO  

Open Days 
At an open day, you can come and meet staff 
and faculty from NCI, and discuss the various 
courses on offer. Taster classes are held for 
each course, so you can see what it’s like to be 
a student in NCI. You can also take a tour of the 
college and meet current students who will talk 
about their experience of studying at NCI.

Our open days are scheduled to take place on 
the following dates: 

• Friday 12th November 2021

• Saturday 13th November 2021

• Wednesday 19th January 2022

Free Leaving Cert Revision Sessions 
Our high quality revision sessions are delivered by 
experienced second-level teachers. The day is extremely 
productive with teachers working through revision notes 
as well as exam and study tips. We normally run sessions 
in Maths and English.

If you’d like to receive a text reminder of our revision 
sessions please text: 

REVISION + your name to 51155 e.g. (REVISION Karen 
Campbell) 
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COVID-19 – As we move through the year we will review all our activities 
based on current health advice.  Some of our regular events may be online 
but we will provide you with lots of opportunities to find out about NCI 
and the courses we offer.  Please keep an eye on our website and contact 
us if you have any questions or particular requirements. If you would like 
to avail of an online school visit, please contact us and we can arrange 
this.
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Visits to Schools and Further  
Education Institutes 
Every year, over one hundred guidance counsellors 
invite NCI to visit their school and speak to students. 
The presentation is a mix of audio and visual content 
that provides an insight into college life, information 
on programmes and potential future careers.

NCI also welcomes students with various types of 
FETAC and post Leaving Certificate qualifications. If 
you would like a visit to your institution to find out 
more information regarding our progression options 
available please feel free to contact us. 

To find out more information regarding QQI 
applications and Advanced Entry please see the link 
below: 

www.ncirl.ie/Study/How-to-Apply/QQI-Applicants.

Campus Visits 
As our scheduled open days may not suit everybody, 
campus visits can be arranged for schools, groups 
and individuals.

Career Fairs
During the year we attend a number of events 
throughout the country including Higher Options, 
More Options-Tallaght, Carlow Careers Fair, Cavan 
and Monaghan Education and Training Board 
Careers event and many more.

To find out more information on these upcoming 
events please see our website: www.ncirl.ie/CAO .

Information Stands 
NCI attends a number of school fairs year-on-year 
and we would be delighted to host a stand at 
yours, so please get in touch.

Contact
Karen Campbell
School Liaison Officer 
Email: karen.campbell@ncirl.ie 
Tel:(01) 4498565 



For up-to-date course information please visit:

www.ncirl.ie
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