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Harold J. Laski was one of the most important political philosophers ‘

of our time. The ideas expressed in his books, from The Grammar NCl Librety 37 Y

of Politics to his great work on the American way of life, The II ‘mmmmmmmmmmwwwmmﬂ 7
39006 01045552 7

American Democracy, have had a profound Influence on Socialist
thinking. All his life he was a close observer of the growing
power and place of organized labour. In this book he examines
the changes that have occurred in the status of trade unions and the
place they occupy in the present democratic world. He contrasts
their function in a capitalist or socialist country with what it has
become under Russian totalitarianism.

A concise book, it explores the past and the present attitudes of
society towards unions, and traces the changing views of the courts
in the many cases in which the growing labour movement has |
challenged the ancient concept that property rights transcend all |
others. It examines the impact that such relatively recent I
developments as mass production, social security, and a planned ‘
cconomy have had on the position of the working man, and '|
considers the proper role of the government in disputes which |
may affect the basic public welfare. Most important of all, |

possibly, are Laski’s observations on the desirability of labour ‘ i
activity in organized politics. His arguments are of the greatest
importance for all who are concerned with the future of democracy. \

‘The greatest theoretician the modern Labour Party possessed. \ !
.. Men of all political ways of thought owe him something, for |
whether they agree or disagree he has had a share in shaping {
our present society — and will certainly have a greater one in ‘
shaping our future.  Geoffrey Goodman in The News Chronicle. \ ,
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THE AMERICAN DEMOCRACY

Royal 8vo 25s. net

‘It is both provocative and prejudiced . . . a profound analysis
of the American scene. With his usual aplomb Professor Laski
tackles nearly all the main facets of American life—politics, the
commercial world, the professional and labouring classes, religion,
education, culture, press, films, and the radio.”” NEWS CHRONICLE.
** Compared with Professor Laski, Tocqueville knew comparatively
little, and Bryce's immense knowledge was more restricted in
extent and less Informed by an organizing idea than in the
knowledge revealed in The American Democracy.  The newcomer
to American studies will learn a great deal from these packed pages,
the fruits of thirty years’ reading, observation and reflection,’’
D. W. BROGAN in THE SPECTATOR.

LIBERTY IN THE MODERN STATE

Cr. 8vo 3rd Edition 8s. 6d. net

A new and welcome edition of an important work that has long
been unobtainable. This volume has particular relevance at the
present time, when the concept of liberty, though fought for in
the greatest of all wars, is in danger of being submerged in the chaos
of the present world situation. This statement of principles by
Professor Laski, written in pre-war days, should be read in
connection with his Reflections on the Revolution of our Time, the
main arguments of which were developed out of the war situation,

THE STATE IN THEORY
AND PRACTICE

Cr. 8vo 4th Impression 8s. 6d. net

" The bravest and probably the most fundamental argument for
Soclalism that has yet appeared in our language. . . . It ‘marks a
phase in the breakdown of the capitalist system.”' H.N.BRAILSFORD
in THE DAILY HERALD,
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